
Animals have been one of the greatest inspirational resources for 
numerous artists around the world, Hokusai was certainly not an 
exception leaving various works of animals. A master of capturing 
the characteristics of his subjects, Hokusai depicted not only the 
attractiveness of animals but their distinctive realities. Some of ani-
mals represent quite delicate expressions particularly on the shape of 
their eyes.
This exhibition introduces the portrayals of animals by Hokusai and 
his students: the design for toys and tools in daily life, the illustra-
tion for myths and legends, and the embodiment of imaginative 
animals.

Section 1. Animals, So Alive
Animals, So Alive Hokusai painted creatures large and small throughout 
his career, striving to bring them to life with his brush. Here we present 
the vivid animals that Hokusai and his students depicted. As you ex-
plore them, please note the distinctive depictions of eyes found in 
Hokusai’s works.

Section 2. Adorable Animals
Adorable Animals This section brings together particularly charming 
animal pictures by Hokusai and his students. Among them hidden crea-
tures that may seem rather pesky but, upon inspection, are adorable 
indeed. Let Hokusai’s heartwarming animals bring you joy.

Section 3. Animals Only in Painting 
Animals Only in Paintings Hokusai did not confine himself to painting 
actual animals. He depicted animals turned into toys or textile designs. 
He also drew the specters and mon-
sters appreaed in famous legends 
and tales in which they usually bor-
rowed the figures of animals. They 
existence of imaginative creatures 
such as Kappa (Water Sprites) and 
Kamaitachi (Slashing Weasels) was 
widely believed in his day that 
Hokusai picked them up as his  
subjects.

Section Sturucture

Hours 
9:30 to 17:30 (Last admission 17:00)

Closed 
Monday (or the following weekday when Monday is a holiday or observed 
holiday)
Year-end and New Year holiday

Our Supporter  
Naming rights partners : Tokyo Higashi Shinkin Bank / Marugen Inryo Industry Co.,Ltd.
Founding partners : Watanabe Pipe Co.,Ltd. / Tokyo Higashi Shinkin Bank / Tobu Group / 
Orix Corporation / J:COM Tokyo Co.,Ltd. J:COM Sumida-Taito / Yanagishima Myouken-san 
Hoshouji / Kao Corporation / Kawahara Kogyo Co.,Ltd. / Toppan Printing Co.,Ltd. / Kokusai 
Fashion Center Inc.
Hokusai Official Leader : Hamatomo Corporation

Museum Information

The Sumida Hokusai Museum
2-7-2 Kamezawa, Sumida-ku, Tokyo 130-0014

 https://www.facebook.com/THE.SUMIDA.HOKUSAI.MUSEUM/ 
https://twitter.com/ 
http://hokusai-museum.jp/english/
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Access from Airport / by Train, by Subway

TRAIN MAP OF CENTER TOKYO

FROM AIRPORT

English version

Please enjoy animals you will never 
see in a zoo, animals that exist only 
in painting.

Access from nearest Stations  
5-minute walk from the Toei 
Oedo Line Ryogoku Station 

9-minite walk from JR Sobu Line 
Ryogoku Station East exit

5 minute by Sumida Loop Bus 
from the JR Sobu Line Kinshicho 
Station North exit



1. Hokusai Beauty The Brilliant women of Edo
WED 14 Feb.- SUN 8 Apr. 2018
 

Hokusai is known for many stylistic trans-
formations he achieved in his seventy-year 
career, including the distinctive styles he 
developed for depicting beautiful women 
(bijin, beauties). This exhibition intro-
duced the fascination of Hokusai’s por-
trayals of beautiful women and the glori-
ous world of the Edo beauty.

 
2. Phantasmagoric! Hokusai’s Water Wonderland

TUE 24 Apr. - SUN 10 Jun. 2018
 

We selected works from our collection of-
fered the delights of the many faces of water 
as captured by Hokusai and his students. 
An iconic work “Under the Wave off 
Kanagawa, from Thirty-six Views of Mount 
Fuji” and the series “A Tour of the Waterfalls 
in Various Provinces” were on view. 

 

3. MASUMURA Hiroshi Exhibition Featuring  
the Works of Hokusai ATAGOAL x HOKUSAI
TUE 26 Jun. – SUN 26 Aug. 2018

 
Manga artist Hiroshi Masumura’s ‘ATAGAOL 
× Hokusai’ series depicted a utopian world 
where cats and humans live as equals. That 
purry ideal met ukiyo-e master Katsushika 
Hokusai’s iconic works. Moreover, Hoku-
sai’s work gave inspiration for Masumura.
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Event Report   2018-2019 E 4. Hokusai’s Bridge Sumida Bridge – The Full Span

TUE 11 Sept. – SUN 4 Nov. 2018

The first section of this exhibition presented 
bridges depicted by Hokusai and his pupils in-
cluding the famous series “Remarkable Views of 
Bridges in Various Provinces”. In the second sec-
tion, our focus was on bridges in Sumida City 
and how bridges had developed and changed 
from Hokusai’s day on. The historic changes in 
bridge structures, were illustrated using post-
cards, blueprints and other materials. 

5. Hokusai and the gourmets of Great Edo
TUE 20 Nov. 2018 – SUN 20 Jan. 2019

Our Hokusai and the Gourmets of Great Edo 
exhibition was held just five years after Wash-
oku, the traditional dietary culture of the Japa-
nese, had been recognized as a UNESCO In-
tangible Cultural Heritage. The roots of that 
Washoku culture line in the Edo period. The 
exhibition was organized, with the flow of food, 
from farm and ocean to table, in mind.

1. Friendship agreement between Unterlinden Museum of Colmar 
and the Sumida Hokusai Museum of Tokyo (Tokyo, Japan)  
WED 23 May 2018
Ms. Brigitte Klinkert (President of County Council 
of the Haut-Rhin) and Mr. Olivier Becht (French 
Politician) visited here and the Sumida Hokusai 
Museum concluded the friendship agreement 
with the Schongauer Society (managing associa-
tion of the Unterlinden Museum of Colmar) to ex-
press our wish and commitment to build relations 
of mutual friendship.

2. Panel Exhibition at the Office of 7th arrondissement of Paris (Paris, France)
TUE 18 Sep. – FRI 28 Sep. 2018
Panel exhibition introducing the Sumida Hokusai Museum was held at 
the office of 7th arrondissement of Paris during the period of the art 
festival “Japonism 2018”. This exhibition strengthened cultural rela-
tions between 7th arrondissement of Paris which has the Eiffel tower 
and Sumida City which has the TOKYO SKYTREE. 

3. Polish Independent Recovery Centennial Concert (Tokyo, Japan)  
SUN 11 Nov. 2018 
“Polish Independent Recovery Centennial Concert” was held in Inde-
pendence Day of 11 Nov. 2018 which was the 100th anniversary of 
Polish independence recovery. The con-
certs were held in 11 cities over the world, 
such as New York, Melbourne, Vienna, and 
Poland. As the Asian venue, the Sumida 
Hokusai Museum was selected and pro-
moted friendship between two countries.

4. The Angoulême International Comics Festival (Angoulême, France)
TUE 24 Jan. – SUN 27 Jan. 2019
The Angoulême International Comics Festival is the second largest 
comic festival in Europe and third largest in the world has run every 
January since 1974. We ran a booth at the festival to be known the 
museum and Hokusai.

Single O coffee
Open: SAT-SUN 10:00-18:00, MON 8:00-16:00, 
PUBLIC HOLIDAY ON MON 10:00-18:00
Address: 2-2 3-2 Kamesawa, Sumida-ku, Tokyo

Single O Japan (a coffee roaster from Sydney, Australia) is located off the 
beaten path. They open tasting bar every Saturday, Sunday and Monday. If 
you’re looking for a place to enjoy tasty coffee in the nearby museum, this 
is the hidden gem in Ryogoku!

BEST Hidden Gem

1.Buy your tickets Online Ahead of your Arrival
Thanks to the on-line ticket booking service on TripAdvisor 

for visiting the museum, you can purchase tickets from your 

smartphone or PC.

Please access our page on TripAdvisor: 

https://www.tripadvisor.com.

2.BEST Souvenir in the Museum Shop
“Hokusai History Book” ¥1,500
A guide book for beginners at Hokusai. 

With this book, you can learn Hokusai’s 

entire life and acquire basic knowl-

edge about ukiyo-e. 
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