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1600. — Hok'sai. Makiyémono, déroulant les rives de la Soumidagawa, dans une excursion au
Yoshiwara. On assiste d'abord a lembarquemet de plusieurs jeunes gens sur la rive droite du
fleuve, au cceur de la ville d'Yédo, aupres du pont Riogokou — celui que les estampes ont tant
popularisé — en face du temple Yékojin dont les toits émergent du brouillard. Dépliant le rouleau,
on passe devant plusieurs petits ponts qui, sur l'autre bord, enjambent des embouchures de
canaux. Le fleuve sanime de chalands, de bateaux de plaisance, d'embarcations de toutes sortes.
De ce coté, on a les toits de la ville 4 ses pieds; en face, la rive gauche se dégage compléte, avec
les berges, les promeneurs, les maisons, les rideaux d'arbres et — détail rare dans les peintures
japonaises — le reflet de tout cela dans l'eau. Puis, clest le grand pont Adzouma tout encombré
de foule et, a sa suite, au premier plan, les grands madriers appartenant aux chantiers de bois, a
coOté des toits du temple Assak’sa, pointant hors de la verdure. A partir dici les sites se font plus
rustiques; cest, sur la rive gauche, la longue digue qui passe devant le village Soumida suivie du
faubourg de Yoshiwara-Tsutsumi jusqu'a ce qu'enfin apparaissent les toits du quartier Yoshiwara.
Le panorama sarréte et, brusquement, dans un grandissement d'échelle énorme, Hok'sai termine
son ceuvre par une scéne dans lintérieur de I'une des maisons vertes. On trouve d'abord deux
jeunes hommes installés devant de petites tables, chargées de plantes, de friandises et de
victuailles; puis, séparés par un paravent, deux autres individus, soupant au milieu d'un brillant
cercle de jeunes femmes, en toilettes somptueuses; enfin, un dernier personnage, mollement
étendu sous une couverture, la téte appuyée sur les coudes, sa longue pipe a la bouche, contemple
flegmatiquement la scéne environnante. Signature : Hok'sai, précédée des mots Outei yenba (sur
commande) , daté Bounkwa II (1804) , long. 8 m.
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KATSUSHIKA HOKUSATI (1760-1849)

Signed and dated Kanji Bunka ninen kinoto-ushi shigatsu Shaka no umareshi nanayo no hi, Toto
kokkei sakusha Tatekawa oite Danshuro, rokujuni o Utei Enba gijutsu, sealed Enba and signed
Utei Enba oju oite Danshuro..Hokusai sekiga, sealed Gakyojin

A hand-painted scroll depicting a panoramic view of the journey along the Sumida River from
the Nihonbashi Bridge to the Yoshiwara, concluding with a depiction of a party where two men
are waiting to eat while two others are being entertained by four courtesans in a room decorated
with a screen depicting cherry blossoms, a young attendant kneeling in front of another man who
1s lying on a pile of futons smoking a pipe

285cm. x 633.5cm.

The inscription indicates that the scroll was commissioned by Ute Enba and painted by Hokusai
at the Danjuro (establishment) . Ute Enba, an old man of 62 years and composer of comic
writings at the Danjuro in Tachikawa, signed the painting in the 4th month of 1805, the day of
the seventh night when Shaka (the Historical Buddha) was born.

Utel Enba was born in 1743 with the family name Nakamura Hidenori. He was a carpenter by
trade, the owner of a shop Izumiya Watsuke which sold tabi [socks] and in his spare time was the
leader of the Mimasu Ren, which functioned both as a fan club of the actor Ichikawa Danjuro and
as a kyoka poetry group, where he wrote under the name of Nomi Chonagon Sumikane, a name
which was composed of the tools of his trade: nomi [chisel] chona [adze] sumikane [carpenter’s
square]. In 1783 he had a great triumph with a comic monologue at the Takara awase no kai
(a humorous competition among various kyoka clubs) , and this success led him to form a new



group called the Hanashi no kai [Story-telling Group] specialising in comic narrative where he
used the name Utei Enba and became the leading practitioner of rakugo (comic recitals where
the performer plays two or more characters) and also achieved a considerable degree of literary
fame when he published his book Rakugo rokuji [The Six Meanings of Rakugo].

The style of the composition shows an affinity with the techniques used in Toto meisho ichiran
[Famous Places in the Eastern Capital at One Glance] published in 1800, Miyakodori [Birds of the
Capital] published in 1802 and Ehon Sumidagawa ryogan ichiran [The Illustrated Book of Both
Banks of the Sumida River] published c. 1803. This was during a period in which Hokusai was
experimenting with perspective as seen from viewpoints of differing heights and attempting to
raise the horizon and thus increase the depth of the view and at the same time giving himself the
opportunity to depict finely drawn and relevant characters in the foreground.
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